Minutes, Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 24th June  2024 at the Civic Hall.
		There were present	Cllr. B. Beeley -Chairman
						Cllr. H. Bishop – Vice Chairman
						E. Adamson		J. Garner	
						S Al-Hamdani	M. Powell
						K Barton 		G.Sheldon										R. Blackmore				
							
			Mr. Phil Mulligan – CEO, Peak District National Park Authority
The Chairman Cllr Barbara Beeley welcomed Councillors to the meeting and prayers were led by the Rev’d Sachin Awale 
3591.   To receive Public Questions 
  None received

3592.   Chairman’s Urgent Business
	  None to discuss
.
 
3593.   To receive apologies for Absence: Cllrs. Bingley, K. Dawson, L. Dawson, Gaul, 								     Marland,  Phillips, Thompson, Walsh

 Absent: Cllr M Birchall. D. Wall, A. Wrigley
       
3594.   To receive Declarations of Interest
	  None declared

3595	An Update from Phil Mulligan, CEO PDNPA
	Cllr. Beeley introduced Mr. Phil Mulligan, CEO of the Peak District National Park Authority
	who gave a brief update on the overall aspects of the Peak Park. Topics ranged from 	funding and changes having to be made due to Government Core funding for National 	Parks not being increased, to more usage of the areas and changes in population and age 	groups affecting our National Parks. Due to Covid and lockdown tourism has increased and 	more vigilance is needed to protect wildlife, flora and fauna and the overall management 	and restoration of moorlands and nature in visitor areas. 

	Councillors had questions for Mr. Mulligan, including the role of Parish Councils and 	planning issues affecting the National Parks and Neighbourhood Plans, to the management 	of wildfires, fire breaks, re-wetting of moorland areas and holiday lets within the National 	Park areas.

	Mr. Mulligan would like to bring the Community Roadshow to Saddleworth where 	Councillors were sure it would be well accepted and attended.








3596.	Motion regarding land at Stockport Road Lydgate 

Proposed by: Cllr Bishop
Seconded by: Cllr Al-Hamdani
	This Council notes that:
· in 1818, two years before Peterloo, when local mill workers were beginning to organise their struggle for basic rights, a piece of land in Lydgate was referenced by local chronicler of the time, Samuel Bamford, as the site of a meeting where women were first known to have been allowed to vote alongside men. (Local and National Archives);

· having studied local maps and the built area at the time, when cross referenced with the details given by Bamford, it is clear that the site is the one adjacent to No.4 Stockport Rd. To this end, Oldham Council have had had a plaque made to commemorate the event, which they unveiled in April

· of similar importance is the position of the site in terms of the landscape. It sits in a prominent position on the ridge of the hill and provides an open space within which the Grade II listed buildings of St Anne’s Church and The White Hart can be appreciated from a number of vantage points; and

· 200 years later, the land in question is under persistent threat of development. As the closest level of governance to this site, it seems appropriate to be involved in discussions regarding its future. 

This Council believes:
· in the historic and environmental importance of the field adjacent to No.4 Stockport Rd, Lydgate; and that it is important to protect this historically significant piece of land from development, and retain it for the community in perpetuity.

This Council resolves: 
· to request that the finance committee to look into the feasibility of the Parish Council contributing to the purchase of the piece of land adjacent to No.4 Stockport Rd Lydgate, and report back to the Council about the options available, and to explore alternative funding streams for the purchase;

· to work with other community organisations and their members about the future ownership and management of the site, with a steering group being created to oversee the task. 

	Cllr. Bishop informed the committee members that there had been several applications 	regarding this site, some had gone to appeal and been refused. The site has an iconic 	landscape which needs to be preserved for its historic significance to Saddleworth. Local 	community groups have indicated the possibility of purchasing the site maybe with financial 	assistance from other interested parties and the Parish Council. Some reservations were 	expressed about the Parish Council’s involvement in the purchase and subsequent 	management of the site, based on some of the problems encountered with Dawson’s Field 	at Scouthead.

Proposed by: Cllr Bishop, seconded by: Cllr Al-Hamdani, carried unanimously.



3597.	Correspondence

	The Link Response to Community Bank Hub request	
	The Chairman read out a letter from the Link, received in response to the Parish Council’s
	earlier request for the possibility of a Banking Hub in Saddleworth. The content of the letter
	did not address what the Parish Council had requested and seemed only to address issues
	in Uppermill and not the whole of Saddleworth. It was felt that the content and response 	was 	totally wrong 	and not what had been asked for. It was agreed that the Clerk would be 	asked to write once again to the Link outlining the need for a banking hub where 	residents 	could seek advice on banking matters and not just on cash withdrawals

	Tesco Bank Response regarding additional Cash Point request
	A reply had been received from Tesco to the request to re-open an extra ATM point at
	The Greenfield Store. They have indicated that another ATM would not be installed, but
the present machine was to be replaced in the next couple of months,  with an updated and more efficient machine with a much larger capacity to meet the needs of the community.


3598.	To approve and confirm as a correct record the Draft Minutes of the Council Annual 	Meeting held on 22nd May 2024
	The Minutes were accepted, Proposed by Cllr. Al-Hamdani, Seconded by Cllr. Barton,
	and were signed at the Meeting by the Chairman.

3599	To approve and confirm as a correct record the Draft Minutes of the Extraordinary 	meeting of 	the Council held on 3rd June 2024
	The Minutes were proposed by Cllr. Bishop, Seconded by Cllr. Blackmore, accepted and 	signed at the meeting by The Chairman

3600.	To note the Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 3rd June 2024
	The Minutes were proposed by Cllr. Bishop and seconded by Cllr Blackmore and accepted

3601.	To note the Minutes of the Assets Management Meeting held on 10th June 2024
	The Minutes were proposed by Cllr. Sheldon, seconded by Cllr. Beeley and accepted

3602.	To note the Minutes of the Traffic & Transport Meeting held on 13th June 2024
	 Cllr. Beeley explained to members that due to the Clerk being on holiday, she had
	taken notes at the meeting but had not had time to produce the document in Minute form.
	These would be on the Agenda at the next meeting of full Council in July

3603.	 To note the Minutes of the Extraordinary Finance Meeting held on 20th June 2024	
It was noted that Cllr Phillips attended the meeting and it was requested that her name be added to the list of attendees. With that change the Minutes were proposed by Cllr. Al-Hamdani, seconded by Cllr. Blackmore and accepted 

3604	To receive and note The Annual Internal Audit Report
	AGAR Section 1, to approve and sign the Annual Governance Statement for 2023-	2024
	AGAR Section 2 , to consider, approve and sign the Accounting Statements for 2023-	2024
Cllr. Al-Hamdani thanked the RFO for his work on these documents and stated that this year a more thorough inspection of the accounts had been undertaken. There were some recommendations from the Internal Auditor that had been noted and these minor adjustments would be taken into 	consideration. All was in order, and the recommendations would improve transparency in all financial matters. The reports were proposed by Cllr. Al-Hamdani, seconded by Cllr. Sheldon, and accepted

3605	Accounts for payment – May 2024
	Income – 		£6,415.66
	Expenditure		£28,984.10
	Noted and approved

3606.	Date of Next Meeting Monday 22nd July 2024 at 7.30pm


Minutes, Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 24


th


 


June  2024 at the Civic Hall.


 


 


 


There were present


 


C


llr. B. Beeley 


-


Chairman


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Cllr. H. Bishop 


–


 


Vice Chairman


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


E. Adamson


 


 


J. Garner


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


S Al


-


Hamdani


 


M. Powell


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


K Barton 


 


 


G.Sheldon


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


R. Blackmore


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Mr. Phil Mulligan 


–


 


CEO, Peak District National Park Authority


 


The Chairman Cllr Barbara Beeley welcomed Councillors to the meeting and prayers were led by 


the Rev’d Sachin Awale 


 


3591.   To receive Public Questions 


 


  


None received


 


 


3592.   Chairman’s Urgent Business


 


 


  


None to discuss


 


.


 


 


 


3593.   To receive apologies for Absence:


 


Cllrs. Bingley, K. Dawson, L. Dawson, Gaul, 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


     


Marland,  Phillips, Thompson, Walsh


 


 


 


Absent:


 


Cllr M Birchall. D. Wall, A. Wrigley


 


       


 


3594.   To receive Declarations of Interest


 


 


  


None declared


 


 


3595


 


An Update from Phil Mulligan, CEO PDNPA


 


 


Cllr. Beeley introduced Mr. Phil Mulligan, CEO of the Peak District National Park Authority


 


 


who gave a brief update on the overall aspects of the Peak Park. Topics ranged from 


 


funding and changes having to be made due to Government Core funding for National 


 


Parks not being increased, to more usage of the areas and changes in population and age 


 


groups affecting our National Parks. Due to Covid and lockdown tourism has increased and 


 


more vigilance is needed to protect wildlife, flora and fauna and the overall management 


 


and restoration of moorlands and nature in visitor areas. 


 


 


 


Councillors had questions for Mr. Mulligan, including the role of Parish Councils and 


 


planning issues affecting the National Parks and Neighbourhood Plans, to the management 


 


of wildfires, fire breaks, re


-


wetting of moorland areas and holiday lets within


 


the National 


 


Park areas.


 


 


 


Mr. Mulligan would like to bring the Community Roadshow to Saddleworth where 


 


Councillors were sure it would be well accepted and attended.


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 




Minutes, Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 24 th   June  2024 at the Civic Hall.       There were present   C llr. B. Beeley  - Chairman               Cllr. H. Bishop  –   Vice Chairman               E. Adamson     J. Garner                 S Al - Hamdani   M. Powell               K Barton      G.Sheldon                     R. Blackmore                                 Mr. Phil Mulligan  –   CEO, Peak District National Park Authority   The Chairman Cllr Barbara Beeley welcomed Councillors to the meeting and prayers were led by  the Rev’d Sachin Awale    3591.   To receive Public Questions       None received     3592.   Chairman’s Urgent Business        None to discuss   .       3593.   To receive apologies for Absence:   Cllrs. Bingley, K. Dawson, L. Dawson, Gaul,                        Marland,  Phillips, Thompson, Walsh       Absent:   Cllr M Birchall. D. Wall, A. Wrigley             3594.   To receive Declarations of Interest        None declared     3595   An Update from Phil Mulligan, CEO PDNPA     Cllr. Beeley introduced Mr. Phil Mulligan, CEO of the Peak District National Park Authority     who gave a brief update on the overall aspects of the Peak Park. Topics ranged from    funding and changes having to be made due to Government Core funding for National    Parks not being increased, to more usage of the areas and changes in population and age    groups affecting our National Parks. Due to Covid and lockdown tourism has increased and    more vigilance is needed to protect wildlife, flora and fauna and the overall management    and restoration of moorlands and nature in visitor areas.        Councillors had questions for Mr. Mulligan, including the role of Parish Councils and    planning issues affecting the National Parks and Neighbourhood Plans, to the management    of wildfires, fire breaks, re - wetting of moorland areas and holiday lets within   the National    Park areas.       Mr. Mulligan would like to bring the Community Roadshow to Saddleworth where    Councillors were sure it would be well accepted and attended.                  

